
Legendary tales. Timeless hospitality.

Legendary tales. Timeless memories.

VISITORS 
GUIDE

Visitors to Sudbury, Massachusetts can experience more 
than 300 years of history at The Wayside Inn®. On this 
site, step back in time and enjoy recreation and relaxation 
on our grounds or through museum education activities 
and learn about the early inhabitants of the landscape; 
about the How(e) family who settled and farmed the 
land, operated the Inn, and who fought in the wars for 
freedom; about poets and artists; and about Henry Ford 
and his vision to create a living history museum here. 
Today, with an active calendar of events and a lively Inn, 
The Wayside Inn continues to inspire new tales. 

THE WAYSIDE INN FOUNDATION
The Wayside Inn Foundation is a nonprofit charitable 
Massachusetts corporation created in 1944 to own, 
operate, and maintain the Wayside Inn Historic Site, a 
campus of 9 historic buildings on more than 100 acres. 
The Wayside Inn Foundation’s mission promotes early 
American humanities through hospitality, education, and 
programming, and continues an innkeeping tradition 
dating back to 1716. The site provides an opportunity 
for visitors from near and far to gather, engage, and find 
meaning, relevance, and inspiration through a place-based 
exploration of history.

Follow The Wayside Inn Foundation on social media:

Facebook: @LongfellowsWaysideInn
Instagram: @thewaysideinn 
Twitter: @The_Wayside_Inn 

And visit our website 
www.wayside.org.

JOIN TODAY AND CONNECT WITH A 
SPECIAL PART OF HISTORY.
 
To join scan this QR code to visit The 
Wayside Inn’s website, select a 
membership option, and pay online
(wayside.org/support).

You may also complete this form and mail with a check 
payable to The Wayside Inn Foundation to:

Nonprofit Director
The Wayside Inn Foundation

72 Wayside Inn Road
Sudbury, MA 01776

Name:

Company/Organization:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Website:

1716

72 Wayside Inn Road
Sudbury, MA 01776

1.978.443.1776

Categories:
For more information about the various 
categories and benefits visit wayside.org.

The Wayside Inn Foundation is a Massachusetts 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent al-
lowed by the Internal Revenue Code. Members of The Wayside Inn 
Foundation are entitled only to those benefits as determined by 
the Board of Trustees, are not considered statutory members under 
state law, and have no voting rights or role in the governance of 
the Foundation. All memberships are nontransferable.

©2021 The Wayside Inn Foundation, All rights reserved.                     v 5.21

The Wayside Inn Historic Site is private property and all visitors must 
comply with property use policies. Visitors assume all risk and agree to hold 

the Inn harmless from liability arising out of access and use. The Wayside 
Inn Foundation is further protected by M.G.L. c.21, Section 17(c).

“The Wayside Inn”, “Longfellow’s Wayside Inn”,  and the box WI 1716 logo with 
prancing horse are registered US trademarks and property of The Wayside Inn. 
The Wayside Inn collective building graphic is a trademark and property of The 
Wayside Inn. Use of our trademarks for commercial purposes without the prior 
written consent of The Wayside Inn is prohibited and may constitute trademark 

infringement and unfair competition in violation of federal and state laws.

Young Adult: $25
Individual: $35
Household: $75
Contributor: $100
Supporter: $250
Patron: $500
Innkeeper’s Circle: $1,000+
Community Partner: Pewter $500-$4,999
Community Partner: Gold $5,000+
Community Partner Nonprofit: $100
Professional Photographers: $250

I am also interested in volunteer opportunities

Longfellow’s Wayside Inn® is the central attraction of 
The Wayside Inn Historic Site. A Massachusetts 
landmark listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, it is distinguished as America’s oldest operating 
inn providing food, beverages, and lodging since 
1716. Originally known as How’s Tavern, named for 
the first proprietors, and later the Red Horse Tavern, 
the Inn was immortalized by poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow in his epic work, Tales of a Wayside Inn, 
published in 1863. It has been known thereafter by 
its legendary name. Automobile magnate Henry Ford 
furthered the Inn’s popularity during the early 20th 
century’s age of tourism and travel. Later owners and 
innkeepers continued to build upon its legacy.

Classic New England fare is served for lunch and dinner 
daily. Guests may dine among the Inn’s ten historic 
dining rooms or opt instead for light tavern food and 
drinks served in The Old Bar. Ten guest rooms are 
outfitted with art and antiques. Breakfast is included 
with overnight stays. There is always a table with a 
fireplace view.  

The Inn’s exhibition galleries display objects from The 
Wayside Inn’s collection of early-American life. On 
view are artifacts from four generations of the How(e) 
family and onward. History may be found around 
every corner in every nook. 

Call 1.978.443.1776 for reservations. Visit wayside.
org to find menus, lodging, and function rental 
information. 



Longfellow’s Wayside Inn  Built c.1703 as the How(e) 
family home, in 1716 David Howe established an inn here 
with a tavern welcoming travelers from the Old Post Road, 
including George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette. 
This innkeeping tradition continues today after more than 300 
years.

The Redstone Schoolhouse This one-room schoolhouse was 
built in 1798 in Sterling, MA. Famous as the school referenced 
in Sara Josepha Hale’s poem “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, the 
schoolhouse was purchased by Henry Ford and moved to 
Sudbury in 1927.  It was used as public school until 1951. 

The Martha-Mary Chapel Henry Ford and students from 
Ford’s Wayside Inn Boys School built the chapel in 1940 using 
wood from trees felled during the great hurricane of 1938. 
This nondenominational chapel was named after his mother 
and mother-in-law. 

The Grist Mill This water-powered stone mill was built by 
Henry Ford in 1929 near the location of the original early-
1700s How(e) family grist mill. Its red water wheel powered by 
Hop Brook today still turns the burr stones that grind corn and 
wheat used in The Wayside Inn’s baked goods. 

The Cider Mill This small structure was placed here by Henry 
Ford in 1930 to house a cider press that processed apples 
from The Wayside Inn’s orchards. A study of the building’s 
construction method and materials suggests it may have 
been relocated to the property by Ford from a northern New 
England coastal town. Closed to the public.

The Underground Cooling Plant (Root Cellar) This unique 
structure, measuring one acre underground, was built by 
Henry Ford for produce processing and cold storage. Closed to 
the public.

The Old Barn  Built c. 1880 this barn is the last of the How(e) 
family barns used for the cultivation of hay, apples, Indian 
corn, rye, oats, and the raising of swine, sheep, cows, oxen 
and horses by the family. Today, The Wayside Inn Old Barn 
Farm Stand operates seasonally here selling flowers, plants, 
and more. On display inside are carriages and farm tools from 
The Wayside Inn’s collection.

The Gatehouse  Owner-innkeeper Edward R. Lemon built the 
Gatehouse in 1913 to house his coach and antique collection. 
Originally located next to the Inn, it was crafted with timbers 
salvaged from Colonial era taverns and houses. Henry Ford 
moved the Gatehouse to its present location in the 1920s. 
Today, it houses the offices of The Wayside Inn Foundation. 
Closed to the public.

1716

1716

1716

®

1600s
Ancestral land of the 
indigenous Nipmuc people. 
Samuel How(e) purchases 
land from the town.

1702/1703
Samuel How(e) gifts land 
to his son, David, who 
builds a simple two story 
home on the property.

1716
David How(e) expands 
his house to accommo-
date his innkeeping 
business.

c.1800-1830
Adam How(e), David’s 
grandson, adds east 
and west extensions as 
business booms. 

1923-1944
Industrialist Henry Ford purchases and expands the 
property and adds buildings.

The Old Boston Post Road  The “driveway” just outside the 
Inn’s front door is in fact part of the original King’s Road dating 
back to the 1600s that connected Boston to points west. In 1896, 
a new road was built about 50 feet away from the Inn, to pull 
the carriage traffic on the dusty dirt road away from the Inn. 
Today, we maintain this small historic stretch of the “Old Boston 
Post Road” and although limited automobile use is permitted, 
it is used mostly for wedding processions, pedestrian travel, 
colonial parades, militia reenactments, fox hunts, and other 
events where the authentic historic aesthetic of the road is 
valued as an approach to and from the Inn.

Longfellow Memorial Gardens  These English gardens were 
designed and planted in 1905 by Ella Lemon, sister of owner-
innkeeper Edward Lemon (1897-1923). History suggests that 
a portion of the “west coping wall” was constructed with 
bricks sourced from the torn down remains of the historic John 
Hancock House in Boston. In 1918, Edward Lemon added a bust 
of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow similar to one in the Poet’s 
Corner at Westminster Abbey.

Event Tent  Available seasonally for functions of up to 200 
seated guests between May and the end of October each year, 
the tent is situated between the Longfellow Memorial Gardens 
and Josephine’s pond and creates a lovely atmosphere for 
weddings and other celebrations.

The Ice House  This three-story building, built in the 1930s, 
stored ice cut during the winter months from the adjacent lily 
pond, named “Josephine’s Pond” after one of Henry Ford’s 
granddaughters. Hay protected the ice from melting well 
into the fall for use in ice boxes, the precursor of modern 
refrigerators. Closed to the public.

 

BECOME A MEMBER AND BECOME 
PART OF THE WAYSIDE INN STORY. 

All members enjoy benefits, such as reduced program and event fees, 
a newsletter subscription, and archival research services (limited). 
A range of membership levels are offered with several special 
advantages given to our Innkeeper’s Circle members ($1,000+), 
Community Partners, and professional Photographer members.

Annual dues help The Wayside Inn Foundation further its mission by 
supporting:

• Educational programming and events;
• Collections care and interpretation; 
• Historic site management; and
• Building and grounds maintenance.

New members are welcome at any time of the year. 
Memberships are valid for one year from the receipt of dues and are 
renewable annually. 

Memberships to The Wayside Inn Foundation also make good gifts 
for family, friends, and clients. 

If you have questions about membership, please call 978.295.1716 or 
send an email to TWIF@wayside.org. 

General Member Benefits
Young Adult Membership (For those up to 25 years of age or with 
current valid student ID)

• Wayside Inn magnet
• Wayside Inn sticker
• Semi-annual newsletter
• Reduced admission for educational programs
• One hour of free research time with The Wayside Inn archivist   

 by appointment
Individual Membership 

• Same as Young Adult
Household Membership 

• All the benefits of an Individual AND
• Free birthday dessert for two (member & guest) at Longfellow’s  

 Wayside Inn (one per household)
Contributor Membership

• All the benefits of an individual membership AND
• Free birthday dessert for two (member & guest) at Longfellow’s  

 Wayside Inn
• No-fee research time with The Wayside Inn archivist by   

 appointment (up to 4 hours)
• Two complimentary Strawberry Concert tickets

Supporter Membership
• All the benefits of a Contributor AND
• Reduced rate official Wayside Inn event tickets (dinners,   

 festivals, and other special events)
• One limited edition 5”x 7” unframed print with matte from The  

 Wayside Inn’s archives
Patron Membership

• All the benefits of a Supporter AND
• Two tickets for the annual Innkeeper’s Circle Event
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Scan for more information online.
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